Henry Earl Bisco
January 26, 1925 - January 2, 2019

Henry Earl “Hank” Bisco of Roanoke, IL died January 2, 2019. He was a true gentleman,
always putting God, family, and country before himself. He was a shining example of the
Greatest Generation.
Hank was born in East Peoria, IL on January 26, 1925 to Arthur and Nellie Twiggs Bisco.
He married Jane Evalyn Herbst on November 13, 1948 at the First Methodist Church in
Peoria, IL. She preceded him in death on June 7, 2004.
Surviving are his four children - Howard Bisco (Nancy Hughbanks) in Washington, IL; Jan
Bisco (Jim Werner) in Bordentown, NJ; Joan Bisco (Brian Haney) in Lawrence, KS; and
Hugh Bisco (Gladys Aureus Bisco) in Sycamore, IL; two granddaughters - Sierra and
Danica; three grandsons - Eli, Nathaniel, and Henry;one special great-granddaughter Cambria; one step-granddaughter - Nicole; four step-great-grandchildren - Ashleigh,
Nataleigh, Ayden, and Cole.
Hank was also preceded in death by his parents, two brothers - Arthur “Artie” Bisco and
Lewis Bisco, and five sisters - Florence, Agnes Gaba, Martha “Martie” Godar, Cora
Struebing, and Elsie Cook.
Hank was a Tool Designer at Caterpillar and retired in 1983 as a Tool Design Checker
after 37 years. After his retirement he worked part-time as a Tool Designer at TQ Tool
Design in Morton. He was a life member of the Society of Manufacturing Engineers and a
member of the Caterpillar Retirees Club.
Hank was proud to have served in the Army during World War II in the European Theater
of Operations. Unfortunately he was taken prisoner by the Germans on September 18,
1944, then was joyfully liberated on April 29, 1945. He was a member of the Army
Reserves for several years and served during the Korean Conflict at Camp Carson
Colorado. He was a life member of The American Legion, Post 463 and a life member of
American Ex-Prisoners of War, Heart of Illinois Chapter where he served as treasurer. As
one of the few remaining WWII veterans and POWs, he was honored to be a part of an

Honor Flight in 2015, where his son, Howard, accompanied him to Washington DC.
Hank designed and built the house on Smith Street in Roanoke where he and Jane raised
their family. He enjoyed woodworking, traveling, bowling, reading, new technology, music,
dancing, and drawing, always having a pen or pencil available in his shirt pocket to draw
for any child at anytime. Hank and Jane visited family, friends, and sites in almost all 50
states, in addition to traveling to Europe, Canada, and the Caribbean. From vacations to
mundane family moments, he delighted in composing movies and photographs that
created memories of life. For many years Hank bowled in Roanoke Bowling Leagues and
Caterpillar Tournaments. He once nearly bowled a 300, leaving only one pin standing in
the final frame.
Although Hank was hearing impaired his entire adult life, he appreciated religious hymns,
classical music, musicals, and big band songs, where he reveled in ballroom dancing with
his treasured life partner, Jane. Never shying away from new technology, Hank received a
cochlear implant in his 70s, allowing him to reconnect with his family and friends and a
TAVR at 88 to give his heart valve a boost. Computer technology delighted him. He knew
his way around the keyboard, allowing him to write his memoir, learn about history and
religion from online courses, text to communicate, and read his iBooks.
Hank offered his services to many organizations over the years. As a loyal member of the
Roanoke United Methodist Church, Hank served as a Lay Delegate to the Annual
Conference, a member of the Methodist Men, and on the church board. For many years
he served on the Roanoke Zoning and Planning Board. As a member of the local SHHH
(Self-Help for the Hard of Hearing) Chapter, he wrote their newsletter and maintained their
database. He was an adult member of the Boys Scouts of America, actively volunteering
for over 20 years. In Roanoke he served on the committees for Pack 71 and Troop 71. He
also served in many roles for the District Committee of the Firebird and Wotamalo
Districts. Hank was a member of the Order of the Arrow, received the District Award of
Merit, and was awarded the Silver Beaver Award, which is Scouting’s highest award for its
volunteers at the Council level.
The family offers special thanks to the medical staff who provided aid to Hank over the
years, especially the aides and nurses at Snyder Village Assisted Living and the Apostolic
Christian Nursing Home in Roanoke, as well as Dr. Hughes and the medical staff at
BroMenn and St. Francis hospitals.
Visitation will be at the Knapp-Johnson-Harris Funeral Home in Roanoke on Saturday
January 5 from 5:00 to 8:00pm. The funeral service will be at the Roanoke United

Methodist Church on Sunday January 6 at 2:00pm with a pre-service visitation beginning
at 1:30pm. Revs. Robert Herath and Charlie Graul will officiate. Burial will be in the
Roanoke Township Cemetery where military rites will be accorded at the grave.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Roanoke United Methodist Church,
Boy Scouts of America, or the Greater Peoria Honor Flight. Online condolences and
tributes can be sent to the family at knappjohnsonharris.com.
We will always carry your memory in our hearts.
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Comments

“

Bisco family, we are so sorry for your loss! We enjoyed working with Hank and Jane
in Scouts. Wonderful people! May the Lord comfort your hearts!
Dave and Barb Schwind

Barb Schwind - January 07 at 01:55 PM

“

Saddened to hear about the passing of another hero. As part of the 9th Infantry
Division, Henry gave back freedom to thousands of people during World War 2. His
actions will never be forgotten. Wishing the family all the strength in this difficult time.
My condolences. Forever remembered.

Yuri Beckers - January 06 at 02:21 AM

“

Howard, Jan, Joan, & Hugh--Sincere condolences. I'll always remember your dad as
a great guy. He will be missed! Prayers for peace and comfort!
Sandy Leman

Sandy Leman - January 05 at 01:09 PM

“

Condolences to you Howard and your family. May your happy memories give you
peace. comfort, and pride in the days ahead. Henry certainly lead a full and
meaningful life.

Max & Lucille Latimer - January 05 at 10:54 AM

“

I had the privilege of working with Hank after he retired from Cat. He was always
helpful and was pleasant to everyone, To Hank everyday was a good day. He shared
some of his experiences from WWII with me. We all appreciated his service and
sacrifice to our great country.
Tom Quinn

Tom Quinn - January 05 at 01:34 AM

“

Deepest sympathy to the Bisco families. Hank was a true gentleman and such a role
model in the way he lived his life. We will miss his contagious smile at church. May
all your special memories help you through the difficult days ahead.

Deb and Dave Schrader - January 04 at 11:35 PM

“

I met Henry at his house in October 2015, when I travelled the States with Florent
Plana to interview WW2 veterans. Henry was a very special meeting for me, because
he was the first WW2 veteran I met during this trip of a life time, and this really
means something. Henry went through a lot during the war, but had a confident
smile, that would make you smile in return. I bet he was a protective person, and that
he will continue to protect you all from above. My sincere condolences to you all. I
will have deep thoughts for you during this rough weekend. From France, flavie.

flavie - January 04 at 07:10 PM

“

It has been a true honor to meet you Henry in 2015 thank to the Peoria Honor Flight.
As a french citizen, I am very thankful for what Hank did to liberate my countryand
many others during the Second World War. Thank you for your service Hank. It has
been a privilege to meet you. My sincere condolences to your family.

Florent Plana - January 04 at 06:00 PM

“

Our sympathy goes to all the family at this time of parting. We were glad to be of
service to Hank and his family. He will be missed at the Home
The staff and residents at the Apostolic Christian Home of Roanoke

Apostolic Christian Home of Roanoke - January 04 at 10:01 AM

“

I helped care for Hank and I am sooo honored to call him my friend.He was such a
gentle and sweet man.who loved is family soo much.I am blessed to have gotten to
know him and most of his family.especially Jan,talking to her was like talking to a old
friend.you are all in my prayers. REST IN PEACE my friend,I love ya.

Tina Schmitt - January 03 at 11:32 PM

